Letter From the NAME President
Often, the media and politicians debate over the changes and damages to the environment due to human activity. Global warming, pollution, destruction of the rain forests, and extinction of species, to name just a few. For centuries, we have used the environment much more than we have taken care of and respected it. However, the environment can also play a significant role in the death of humans. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and National Environmental Public Health Tracking Network integrate data about the environment and its hazards. Such hazards range from chemical exposures, microbes, and water quality to fires, floods, and radiation.
The environment can be a fierce competitor with, and sometimes victor over, our health and safety. The more humans integrate, utilize, and enjoy the environment, the more risks we take. At times, we knowingly and intentionally place ourselves at risk, such as undertaking outdoor sports and activities as well as dangerous scientific research. Diving, rock climbing, gliding, viral research, aerospace engineering, cave exploration are just a few examples. At other times, we are victims to the environmental extremes and sudden changes such as with floods, temperatures (high and low), avalanches, wildfires, and atmospheric changes. We essentially have no prevention of what the enviKim A. Collins MD FCAP NAME President 2018 ronment places before us and sometimes no protection. The environment can be particularly dangerous to those vulnerable individuals such as children, the mentally and physically disabled, and the elderly, who are unable to fend for themselves.
When our interaction with the environment proves fatal, the forensic pathologists and medicolegal death investigators are the experts to understand the pathophysiology of the death. These challenging environmental death cases require reconstruction of the event, knowledge of the effects of the environment on the human body, a thorough differential of potential environmental risks, and a correlation between the role of the environment and the physical findings. In this issue of Academic Forensic Pathology, the excellent papers cover a variety of environmental deaths. With some of these causes of death, you may be familiar; while with others, you may be inexperienced. Living in different parts of the country and the world, it is virtually impossible to have knowledge and a solid foundation of most environmental deaths. Enjoy learning from our colleagues as they share their experience and approach to such deaths, and their methodical study of the pathology and ultimately the certification of death.
